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Sen. Robert Byrd Changes Mind,

Supports Home Rule

oore
Washington Post Staff Writer

Sen, Robert C. Byrd (D-
W.Va)), for eight years a sym-
bol to many Washingtonians
of congressional power over
the District, says he has
changed his mind and now fa.
vors home rule.

“T just think it’s something
that shouldn’t be denied,”
Byrd said in an interview, in
which he explained his shift as
a personal one reached “afte
some deliberation.” :

“I think the District ought
to he given this opportunity,”
he gaid, “It's a responsibility
that ought to be placed on
them,” ‘

The .only ' non-Southern
Democrat to vote agalnst the
last home rule bill to pass the
Senafe in 1965, Byrd said he
now feels that an elected city

be.and there would be no

for District
he said, would a§o “'g.ola%ng
way toward showing the peo.
ple of the nation and the
world that even though this
city is predominantly black,
the governing of it is not be.
ing denied the people because
they are black.” -

Now the No. 2 man in the
Senate Democratic leadership;
Byrd emphasized that he had
no idea what impact his
chance of position might have
in the Senate, which has
passed home rule legislation
numerous times, or the House,
the traditional burial ground
of home rule bills,

“I's not a matter P've dis-
cussed with my colleagues,
just a conclusion I reached on
my own,” he said, e

Byrd's comments came iy
the wake of promises by mem.:

ers of both the House ang’

++. “shouldn't be denled”

‘government “will have a very urther passing Of the buck todenate to start the first major
beneficial impact on the city (ongress.” S ome home rule drive since

..+ It will place the responsi- ; 865 this year,
bility right where it ought to Home rule for Washington, See BYRD, A%, Col. 8

+
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BYRD From Al

The Senate D‘lstrict Corn
mittee is expected to act in
| the next few ‘weeks on several
home rule bills now before-it.
In the House, D.C. Del, Walter

support for his bill introduced

last week.

Once considered a conserva-
tive, Byrd is. believed to have
moved toward the more lib
eral wing of his party on a
number of major policy issues
as he has assumed an increas-
ing role in the Democratic
leadership of the Senate, He
was elected Democratic- whip
in January.

While he said ho has seen
“no evidence,” of a similar
change of sentiment on home
rule elsewhere on Capitol Hill,
Byrd’s comments that home
rule would end local eriticism
of Congress. have also been
voiced recently by
| staunch opponents of home
rule as Rep, Thomas G, Aber-
nethy (D-Miss.).

Tired of Comments

Abernethy, second-ranking
Democrat on the House Dis-
frict Committee, last month
proposed turning over local
taxing powers to the city
government because he said
he was “sick and tired of peo-
ple saying Congress won't give
us this and Congress won’t
give us that” He stopped

Byrd Cha‘

| short of saying he would vote

E. Fauntroy is trying to rally

such|

for home rule,”

as chairman of the: Senate Ap-
proprlations District Subeom-
mittee, the panel that oversees
all city spending requests,
During his' eight years. as
chajrman -(longer -than any
other Senator in this century),
he became a powerful—and of-
'ten controversial — figure in

the operation of the city gov-
ernment. ©

Watched Weifare

Known for his meticulous at-
tention to detail and his grill-
ing of city ofﬁctais at mara-
thon hearings, Byrd’s pursuit
of ineligible welfare recipients
attracted .most of the head-
lines. At the same time, he was
a supporter of & higher federal
contribution to the city, and a
champion of public schools,
playgrounds, swimming pools
and libraries.

‘Seated at-the desk in ‘his
whip's office in the Capitol re-
cently, Byrd ‘traced -how he
had arrived at what he called
“the development of a view-
point” in favor of home rule.

“In the years when I was
looking - at the Distriet so
closely, T realized that there
was a lack of responsibility at
the local government level,”
he said. He recalled that city
officials could come up with
unrealistic spending proposals,

but Congress had the job of

Byrd stepped down in 1969|

cuttmg the budget to meet the
revenue, .

“The way it is now, they can
make mistakes, waste money|.
and if it isn’t revealed through
careful congressional hear-
ings, it's never disclosed,” he
said, “I'm not saying city offi-
cials aren’t responsible people.
But under home rule, they'd
be directly accountable for the
financial management of the
city If they have the responsi-
bility, Congress can’ no longer
be made the whipping boy.”

. Byrd noted the reasons cited
over the years for ‘not giving
the city self-government, say-
ing they continue to be legiti-
mate reasons.- for many
“conscientious and sincere in-
dividuals who honestly believe
it would not be in'the best in-
terests of the city.”

One of the major argu-
ments, he said, is that the fed.
eral interest in what is essen-
tially & federal city must be
protected.

“T've come to the conclusion
that this can be done, and
that’s one of the main reasons
I've changed my mind,” he
said. “I'm convinced that with
home rule Congress could still
exercise the overriding legisla-
tive authority.”

He said he would support
legislation like the current
pending bills creating an
elected city council and mayor
with the power to spend and
raise money, but with clear
statements that Congress can

still override the local govern-
ment or pass.laws affecting
the Distriet, S

Byrd added that he would-

be “less than Honest if I said
race was. not and is: not a fac-
tor” in attitudes about home
rule, oo
Argument in Favor

-“But I've’ come; to the view
that: this: is one main reason
why Congress should legislate
home rule. This is an argu-
ment that could very well be:
used for home rule, if anyone
wanted to face up to the race,
issue” - -

There also have been argu-
ments that the city has: no-fi-
‘nancial base; that “a-home rulée
government weuld. wind up in
the same financial® straits as
the last elected District. gov-
ernment did in 1857. One way
to make up for that, Byrd: said,
is *by increasing the federal
payment, to the city and fixing
itata percentage of ‘what the
city~collects in taxes, - .

“By placing the responsibil-
ity squarely on the shoulders
of the people and their repre-
sentatives, they’d he brought
face to face with the revenue
problem,” he said, -

“There would be no more
passing of the buck to Con-
gress. The city fathers would
have to face up more squarely
to the financial problems.”

Reminded of a strong speech
he made last year in support
of the D.C. crime act, Byrd re-

called that the. city’s crixne
rate: has also been a redson
for Opposing home rule, “It’
been-one of mine,” he said.”
“But the sitnation isn’t- im-
proving under the,present ar-|*
rangement, -it’s . continued to
get worse. despite all - the
grand ‘statistics being thrown
around,” “he said. “I don’t
think this is any longer an ar-
gument-against home rule. Let
the, city have the full responsi-
bility of governing itself and
protecting its citizens.” ]
" The - 1867 reorganization
plan, creating an appointed
mayor and city eouncil form
of government “hasn’t pro-
duced much in the way. of
beneficial results,” -he said.

elected hody in the city, “has

fuss.” He -supported the plan
to elect the board.’

“The elected school board
might prove in the long run to
be unwise, and so might home
rule,” he said. “But .I think
they should be given the op-
portunity . . . I think it ought
to be tried.”

“Let’s place the. reSponsibll-
ity on the ecity, let it nse or
fall on its own.” .

Would it rise or fali? :

“T hope it would not fall. .
There’s no .question in my
mind it can do it if any other

‘| city can do it .. . If they need

our help, fine.”
A supporter of the bill glv-

ing the District a nonvoting

-delega

The - school board the only|
done nothing but fight . and| -

e HDUSe Byrd
said he contmues ‘to oppose
givmg the: city full voting rep-

.resentation in both House and

Senate. His reasons, he said,
ire’ constitutional—that the
District is not.a: state and was
not intendeéd by.the framers of
the Constitution to be one;
While . the . federal: ' city
should not elect votmg c¢on-
gressmen, he added “there
are lots of benefits that acerue
to the District because of its
unique nature. Many a city -
would be happy to change
places with the ~District; -with
its millions of tourigts’ every
year, its federal payment, its
beautiful’ parks and moenu-
ments 2 :

‘We’il Take it’

“put. it down in Beckley,
W.Va; and we’ll take it .. .
and- gwe up our: Senators ” he

said with a trace of a smile.

Looking back at the time he
expended on: ‘the city during
his eight .years as- chairman,
Byrd said:: “I took a lot of

hard knocks-., . But I think I
contributed to the welfare of
the city.”:

Wnat he would hke to ‘see
now, and what he would sup-
port, is an elected mayor and
.|city council with full fiscal
powers. : :

Almost as ‘an afterthought
he added:

%] think it will eventually
pass the House ., . Maybe the
time has come.”
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